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Our planned approach to IATF 16949 compliance is using the option identified in IATF Sanctioned 
interpretation #8 as stated below. 

We are currently certified to ISO 9001 QMS with DNV and have a plan to combine our ISO 9001 QMS 
Manual with the Minimum Automotive Quality Management System Requirements document, 
MAQMSR, as shown in option C below. 

The MAQMSR automotive document includes control plans, process approach, performance, internal 
auditing, control of nonconforming product, part approval, management responsibility, risk 
management, and safety.  We utilize the AIAG Core Tool Manuals (PPAP, APQP, MSA, SPC, and FMEA) in 
our design, APAP, and manufacturing processes.  We also utilize certified lead auditors in our internal 
audits to develop our QMS to IATF compliance.  We have taken this approach in our QMS development 
as we also supply medical and have integrated elements of ISO 13485 and FDA GMPs into our QMS.  
Some of our sites may refer to the “QMS” as a “BMS”, however that is in name only. 

The path that we have chosen to develop our QMS includes the flexibility needed for innovation and 
diverse markets we serve. We welcome you as a potential customer to audit our QMS system as best 
practice for IATF 16949 compliance.  

IATF 16949 SI # 8 source:  IATF oversight.org: 

The organization shall require their suppliers of automotive products and services to develop, 
implement, and improve a quality management system (QMS) with the ultimate objective of eligible 
organizations becoming certified to this Automotive QMS Standard. Using a risk-based model, the 
organization shall define a minimum acceptable level of QMS development and a target QMS 
development level for each supplier. Unless otherwise authorized by the customer, a QMS certified to 
ISO 9001 is the initial minimum acceptable level of development. Based on current performance and the 
potential risk to the customer, the objective is to move suppliers through the following QMS 
development progression:  

A) certification to ISO 9001 through third-party audits; unless otherwise specified by the  
customer, suppliers to the organization shall demonstrate conformity to ISO 9001 by 
maintaining a third-party certification issued by a certification body bearing the 
accreditation mark of a recognized IAF MLA (International Accreditation Forum Multilateral 
Recognition Arrangement) member and where the accreditation body’s main scope includes 
management system certification to ISO/IEC 17021;  

B) certification to ISO 9001 with compliance to other customer-defined QMS requirements 
(such as Minimum Automotive Quality Management System Requirements for Sub-Tier 
Suppliers [MAQMSR] or equivalent) through second-party audits;  

C) certification to ISO 9001 with compliance to IATF 16949 through second-party audits;  
D) certification to IATF 16949 through third-party audits (valid third-party certification of the 

supplier to IATF 16949 by an IATF-recognized certification body).  
NOTE: The minimum acceptable level of QMS development may be compliance to ISO 9001 
through second-party audits, if authorized by the customer. 
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